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RUTH CASE

A Maint€nance
-worker looking for
spare plumbing parts

.1n the emptyy hous-
;ﬁng projéct adja-
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.vxew campus found

the body of Ruth Case on Thure March 20. She
had been stabbed in the back eight times. In
consultation with Allan the funeral was set
for 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Mar. 22. Ruth's par-
ents, brother and sister and Allan's father
and step-mothér were able to join the many
friends and neighbors in the service of reémem-
brance and committal. Interrment was in a
crypt at Assumption Mausalem and Cemetary on
South Interstate 35.

Plaudets should go to the créw who did the
housecleaning chore for Allan and the girls,
Jean Appel, Judy Cole, Fran, Paula, and Jon
Briggs, Susan Gild, LaVerne Johnston, Nodie
Murphy, Pat Oakes, Sara Ross, Dorothy Richter,
and Judy Vensas are the names. Our apologi€s
if we omitted anyone. Many people brought'foo
and we lack the namés for those helpers. Con-
cern has been expresseéd by many, and letters
and cards have come to the church for Allan.

A brief remembrance and appreciatipon for
Ruth was a part of Sunday worship on Mar. 23.°
Some of us would have spoken but could not.
The pastor shared some of those celebrations
of Ruth's life at a service in the Holy Cross
Hospital Chapel on Tuesday, Mar. 25 in the
aftérnoons.

Many have expressed anger that all of the
apartménts were not searched by the police as
we had thought. Evidently Ruth was killed
shortly after her disapp®aranc®. A private
dectective had been investigating but had
not discovered too much. Ruth's wallet had
been discovered, and her purs® was recovered
in a wooded area near the apartments. Her
rings, a watch, and her necklac® rémained with
the body so robbery was probably not a motive.

A good and loving life m€ant much to many.
We have our Christian hope of lifé eteérnal,
but we have the sorrow of loss and s€paration.
(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
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Brazos Spring Meeting which is th€® busin€ss
session for the Association will have Work
Shops for the entire family in the morning
starting at 10 a.m. at St. John's UCC in Bur-
ton. Dr. John Q. Taylor King, President of
Huston-Tillotson College will speak at the
noon meal, and the afternoon session will com-
ménce at 1:30 or so for business, We are
still looking for delegates, Let the pastor
know if you are available,

Thus far only the pastor has signed up
for the Crop Walk to rais® money for the
hungry of Austin and the world. Austin
* Community Gardens, Capital Area Food Bank,
ralch Food Pantries, and Meals-on-Wheels béne-
fit with the African Sudan, Dominican Republic

QOPEuras obtaining aids Pledge an amount

At this moment it

is uncertain as to
.~ whether we will have
. communion on the first
Sunday or not as we
have just had commun—
ion on Maundy Thurs-
. day and Easter. We
T i will definitely have
a worship service. All scriptures readings
are from the New Testament until Pentecost.
From Acts 5:27-32 we will use Peter's words
in verse 29 about "Obey God Rather Than Men".
From the man who had denied knowing Jesus
and being associated with him to the man
of courage risking his life, we have the
brightness of resurrection falth Read Rev.
1:4-8 and John 20:19-31 for the other read-
ings for the day, Apr. 6.

The second Sunday of the month is Consul-
tation on Church Union.Sunday. Years ago
the pastor would seek out a minister of one
of the denominations involved in COCU and
trade pulpits. Maybe we should do that
again, but we have not started early enough
to accomplish that. Acts 9:1-20 is the first
account of Christ's appearance to Saul who
became Paul on the road to Damascus. The
sermon topic will be "A Vision That Changed
a Life". We are beginning to pay more at-—
tention to our dreams and visions, but we
still do not give them the importance that

they had in earlier times. Read Rev. Sedil=
14 and John 21:1-19 to know the other scrip-
tures.

We will have our guest speaker, Rev. Dr.
John Everett, who is pastor of Pilgrim Con-—
gregational UCC church in Houston. He re-
ceived his BA from Univ. of Calif. at Berke-—
ley. We believe that he was a room mate of
Dr. Vic Appel during his time there. He has
been pastor at the following: Bethlehem Bap-
tist Community Church, Holyoke,.Mass; Christ-—
ian Fellowship Congregatlonal San Diego, Ca.;
South Shore Community Church, UCC, Chicago,
I11. and was Assoc. Pastor at First Baptist
Church, Gary, INd.; and Faith UCC, MIlwaukee,
Wisc. He received his honorary doctorate
of Divinity from Huston-Tillotson College
on Oct. 25, 1985 when our pastor did. We
look forward to hearing and meeting him.
Scriptures for the day are: Acts- A cl=le.——

26-33; Rev. 7:9-17; and WORKISLGJE
Joh 10 22=30. . J i Apr.
y ;he pastor vul(1J zh:ie lpc)now- MADE WSIBLE

lede of the work of our Board
of Homeland MInistries on
Apr. 27, UCC College Heri-
tage Day. The topic is
"Sharing of Love Through

Our Board of Homeland Mini-
stries.” Read Acts 14:8-18,
Rev. 21:1-6, and John 13:

31-35 as scriptures for
the day .




Tommie Pinkard edited the following words
from the first sermon of this church preached
by Rev. Dr. J. Ritchie Briggs on Apr. 7, 1901
Easter Sunday:

"It is from a real and earnest desire to hon-
or God and bless our fellow men that we have ven-
tured to open this place of worship in the name
of Jesus Christ....It comes out of hearts thoro-
ughly united in conviction, bringing with it no
echo of strife, but fragrant with incense of un-
ited hearts devoted to God, to principle, to the
good of man and to one another....

We want a church approaching as nearly as poss+
ible the true ideal of a church for the present
age....We want a church that can apply the truth
without let or hindrance from humanmasters, and
that can take its place in the progress of the
of the age. Therefore, we organize an indepen-—
dent church, that shall be purely congregational I
in its government.

We propose to have a church of the people and
not of the clergy-—a church in which there shall
be an equality in the rights and duties of men.
We organize a church in which every man shallbe l
worth as much as every other, if not for his re-
quirements, at least for his humanity. We organ-
ize a church in which there shall be the great-
est freedom of opinion consistent with loyalty
to the true spirit of religion. The great pray-
er of the Saviour for unity has not been answer-
ed because the churches have insisted upon an
impossible bond of union, that of opinion.

Brethren, we pledge ourselves, today not to
a new departure, but to one more effort in the
old, old experiment of freedom —- old as the
author of the Sermon on the Mount, yet resisted
and put down again and again by the arrogant
lords of church and state, but destined ulti-
mately to triumph, and-which is nearer for every
such scene as greets me this morning. We will
make once more the old experiment of freedom."”

Such challenging words can stilllive to give
us guidance in these times. I am reading a
book about small churches which holds that many
of us prefer a small church that is independent.
The United Church of Christ provides plentyof
freedom along with an opportunity to serve
not only in Austin but throughout theworld.

We are small not because of what we are doing
wrong but because of sociological pressures. In
our present location we may never be large,

but we can be very strong for ourselves and

for God. |
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WITNESS SHARES-We received a nice thank you from
Ed Mehlhaff thanking us for the $1,755.50 that

we gave in 1985 toward the Conference total of
$44,598.60. The big surprise was that we were
seventh in total giving in the Conference. Trin-
ity of Austin was the leader in total giving for
the Conference. Two small churches were up

over many of the larger ones.
COCCCCCOOLCnLroorerroroooeroooerceoerorreerereree
REFRESHMENT TIME AFTER WORSHIP was filled during
March by the following: Mar. 2-Eleanor Towery,
Mar. 9 Scotts; Mar. 16 Cathy &CLark Hubbsj Mar.
23-Briggs; Mar. 30 Everetts. Apr. 6 We were
supposed to be on Retreat, but we will have a
business meeting. Apr. 13-Nancy Brown & Marie
Clark; Apr. 20-Marilyn Gaddis; Apr. 27-Susan I
and David Ashton.
1111111111111111111111111111311111111111111111111]
Kathy Strong wrote a good report of the Metro-
Ministries meeting which she attended, but we

are out of space. Better luck in May!

|
|
|
|

l

tional Church oi Ausiiu.

Just which day you want to
pick to be the official birth-
day is a bit difficult. Twelve
persons signed the Articles of
Incorporation on March 21, 1901.
They were filed with the State
of Texas on April 2, 1901. Rev.
Dr. J. Ritchie Briggs preached
the first sermon on Apr. 7, 1
at the 0dd Fellows Hall. By
next Monday we feel fairly cer-
tain that this church will be
85 years old by that time. It
was called The Methodist Church
of Austin at that time and
later became First Congregation-—
TR, B8 al Church in 1904 when the Con-—
gregational Building Society loaned them money
and gave them freedom!
CCCCCeeeeeeeeeeeeeeececccecceccccccecccceecd
Area Meetings (cont. from p. 3) Ches Towery,
and Alfred Wupperman. WEST; Jean and Vic
Appel, Cheryl, Debra and Gregg Appel, Leslie
Ashton, Mathis Blackstock, Lisa Boisseau,
Paula, Jon, Fran, and Rambie Briggs; Cathy,
Laura, and John Camden; John Cooper, Hilde-
gard & Rizer Everett; Cathy and Clark Hubbs;
Dorothy and Chester Lay; Arnold McArdle;

Seth, Nodie, and Dennis Murphy; Christine &
Terri Ocean; Eunice and Robert Paul; Betty &
Hudson Phillips;Sara & David Ross; Gail &
Richard Swallow; Mary Tomasek, Judy & Rick
Vensas; Mary Charles Williams, Marguerite and
Ben White.

Whit do these groups do? That will be up
to the groups themselves. Some functions ot-
than getting to know one another better in-
clude: a support group, a prayer group, OT
an advocate group for an issue of special im-
portance.

The first meeting will be social. The
East group will be hosted by Eleanor & John
Towery. The West group is scheduled to meet
on Fri. Apr. 18th at 7 p.m. at Jean & Vic
Appel's home. Dress casual. Don't miss it!
Who will host the South group?

—Vic Appel.
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TRUSTEES (from p. 4) The church was used by
a group in the area working to set up a Neigh-
borhood Watch program. Rape, theft were major
concerns of the group. The Board agreed with
the pastor that meeting of general public in-
terest and concern would not pay to the church.
University Friends consisting mainly of Guada-
lupe St. merchants met in the church and will
meet again on April 15th at 2 p.m. Clean-up
of Guadalupe St. with the help of students
was accomplished. Flags have been displayed,
and 72 permanent garbage cans that will be

lemptied by the City of Austin each day will

hoepfully be placed throughout the area. If
you wish to have a can with a Memorial Plaque,
it can be accomplished for about $350.

Our Apple Computor, monitor, drive, and
dot matrixz printer were stolen the night of
Apr. 2. The address labels will have to be
typed individually which is one reason for

your delay in receiving this letter.
The church needs a clean—up day which we

hope to organize after the meeting on Apr.
20. We can all thank Judy and Rick Vensas
for spending one Sunday trimming and clean-
ing up the yard and outside of the church.
The fence can stand a bit of repair again,
and Leo Wegner still hopes to clean up the
stones.
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"CALENDAR

Fri. Apr. 4, 9:30 a.p. Church Women United has I
5 area meetings on theme, "Coping With Stress” I
Sat. 2:30 p.m. Wedding of Margaret Perkins and
Joseph Chesley Towery. Reception at parsonage.
Sun. Apr. 6: Church School 10 a.m. Worship @ l
11 a.m. "Obey God Rather Than Men" Church
meeting after worship on Bartholomew intern year.
Thur. Apr. 10, 7:15 p.m. Metro-Ministries |
meeting with program on Affordable Housing at
Central Christian Church.

Sat. Apr. 12: 8:30 a.m. CROP WALK. 10:00 a.m. |
Brazos Association Spring meeting at Burton.
12:30 p.m. Wedding of Mindori Hiraizumi and
Oliver Campbell. |
Sun. Apr. 13: Church School 10 a.m. 11 a.m.
Worship "A Vision That Changed a Life" Deacons
meet after worship.

Tue. Apr. 15: University Friends meet in the
Fellowship Room. 2 p.m.

Wed. Apr. 16: Texas Conf. of Churches, "Minister4
ing to Families with Alcohol and Drug Problems”
at the Faulkner Center. $20. 8:30a.m. to 3:45p.m.
Sat. Apr. 19, 9 a.m.:A New Face for Ecumenism

at Covenant Presbyterian Church.

Sun. Apr. 20: 10 a.m. Church School, 11 a.m.
Worship. Rev. Dr. John Everett preaches.
Trustees meeting after worship. 3-8 p.m.

Family Violence Workshop at Hyde Park United
Methodist Church. The Rev. Sarah Bentley is

a leader on the program.

Sat. Apr. 26, 6:30 p.m. Pot-luck Dinner. Mr.

John Gillies has slidesaof Russia.

Sun. Apr. 27: 10 a.m. Church School 11 “a.m.
Worship "Sharing of Love Through Board of Home-
land Ministries" UCC College Heritage Day.

Tues. Apr. 29: Minister at Burton for Assoc.
Minister's meeting.
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A WORKCAMP WORKSHOP-Apr. 11 & 12 l
|
l
I

at Slumber Falls, New Braunfels Sponsored by
Back Bay Mission of Biloxi, Miss., United
Church Board for Homeland Ministries, and Youth
Young Adult Task Force of South Central Confer-
ence. Leagers are Carl Bade, Peter Olsen,

Glen Schoeneberg, Bruno Schroeder, Robert
Tucker and John Will. The cost is $27.50 in-
cluding lodging, four meals, and program cost.
It would be great if we could be represented.
Austin would be a good spot for a work camp to
repair homes in the city. We've got the money
if you have the time!
LTI i g
DEACONS will meet after worship on Sunday

April 13th. Organizing meetings by areas will
be a topic of conversation. The Northwest area
may be meeting Friday Apr. 18 at the Appel home.
You will be informed. The northwest area is
from the river north and west of Lamar Blvd.
Northeast is everything east of that division I
and north of the river. At this time everything
south of the river would be together.

Worship time during June, July, and August
with the liklihood that it will be 9:30 with
church school going on vacation.

Last month Linda Bulkeley volunteered to ob-— l
tain lay readers for the scriptures each Sunday.

She had readers for qunday Thursday, Palm
Sunday, and Easter../On Stmday.we have had
David Ashton, LaVerne 3’% % 1a Morri-

7,

~ e
son, and Mathis Blacksto
ested.in _being _a reader,\}

§€1e¢tTon’ 6t hymns and the worship sej

Judy Vensas and Edith Scott are in charge of

will be a topic of discussion for the meeting. l
communion preparatiom.

/ ' SLUMBER FALLS
{ . CAMP SCHEDULE
: 1986

il Junior Camps (for
those entering 4th, 5th,“or 6th grades) Fee
is $80. Dates & Directors:

1. June 15-21...Mrs. Kathy Smith

2. July 13-19...Mr. Doug Haverlah

3. July 27-August 2..Rev. Norman Sirmnic

4. Aug. 10-16...Ms. Kay Braune

Junior High Camps (for those emtering 7th,
8th, or 9th grades) Fee is $80.

5. June 22-28...Rev. David Levallen

6. July 20-26...Ms. LaBeth Kiel

7. August 3-9...Ms. Emily Key

Senior High Events (for those entering 10th,
11th, or 12th grades) Fee is $80.

June 8-15...Rev. David Pantermuehl

9. June 8-14....Mr. Derck Koehn & Gary Lamensky.
10. A Canoe Trip is a special event. Write
for information and special registration
form. July 6-12 with Mr. Fred Schwegmann.
11. Youth Cabinet...Aug. 20-21 for Youth
Cabinet Officers and Asscc. representatives.
Fee is $15.

12. Youth Conference...Aug. 21-24 with a fee
of $50. Fox all local church youth.

Young Adult Events with a fee of $35.

May 30-June l....Spring Retreat.

Jan. 2-4, 1987 ...Mid-Winter Retreat.

AAAAAARAAAAANAAAARADNAANNAA AAAAAAANANAAAANNAANAA

POT-LUCK
DINNER Apr. 26

612300 M.
John Gillies

We feel extremely fortunate to have John
Gillies who is currently Presiden of Austin
Conference of Churches and operates his bus-—
iness of Homebound, Inc. John was born in
Lithuania and speaks the language. He has
made more than one trip back and can tell
us more more about life there than the casual
tourist. He is an excellent photographer,
writer, and media expert. It will likely
be our last opportunity to have a pot-luck
dinner until next fall. The food is excell-
ent, and it is a lot of fun. Come joln us.
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AREA MEETINGS

Sometimes history repeats itself. The
Board of Deacons has approved the notion of
reinstating the area or neighborhood group-—
ings of church members. We hope that it will
develop a greater sense of community.

It has been more than 10 years since we
met in area groups. At one time we had a
large map of the city with member's names on
a pin. We hope to do that again and let you
put yourself on the map.

Check in the Deacons report in the oppo-
site column for division points. We think
that area groups would have the following
persons in each area: SOUTH-Susan and David
Ashton, Jean Cassel, Courtney & Henry Moore,
Marilyn Gaddis, Beth, Sarah, Pat, and Mel
Oakes, Tommie and Doyal Pinkard, Marie and
Weldon Scheel, Don Small, and Leo Wegner.
EAST-Cindy & Tad Anderson, Sarah Bentley,
Linda Bulkeley, Mazie Bickler, Nancy Brown,
Allan Case, Flo Chiles, Heather, Allison,
Judy, & Garry Cole, Frances Creech, Lana Har-
ris, Tamy & Dennis Isenberg, John Q. Taylor
King, Mary & Richard Masters, Frances McNeely,
Stella Morrison, Evangeline Perkins, Andy
Ross, Marilyn & Gary Pickens, Barbara & Ji-
Strickland, Kathy Strong, Claudia Crowle
Eleanor & John Towery, (cont. on p. 2}



PERSONALS

_ Generally we continue to

‘}az"be in good health as a churc
o Tl Marilyn Stephens has not been
well, but a new medicine seems to be helpful. We
missed Larissa Pickens who had a cold, and early
last month Allison, Heather, and Judy Cole all
battled a bit of flu. Ricky Masters got a second
ary infection but a visit to the doctor provided
medicine and kaowledge of iron deficency. Now
he is doing fime. Margaret Perkins is healing
but still has to have crutches for awhile and
can't work as yet.

We enjoyed meesting a visiting Edith Scott's
mether from England. We can't quite read her
writing, but we think that she is from Carnfouth.
We missed the famlly around Easter as all were
exploring the Corpus Christi area.

It must be explyring Texas time for our most
recent arrivals. Judy and Rick Vensas took the
family to the Valley and were going to check out
South Padre Island. 01d timers were busy recomend-
ing resturants in the area.

Marilyn Gaddis and George Carruthers were to
meet Kaye and Renaldo Salas for a picnic after
Easter ‘worship. We saw Kaye there in church but
not afterwards. Now we wonder if they ever got
together on the day.

It was good to see {im Larson and Tom Holman
on Maundy Thursday at worship.

In the bad news for us, but we hope good for
her, Jean Cassel will be moving to Crete, Nebraska
by Doane College. They evidently have a fine
arrangement for retired persons. Jean grew up
there as her father was Treasurer of the college.
Not only this church but the many agencies that
she has helped will greatly miss her but are very
appreciative of her presence with us.

We will report on the two weddings that are
scheduled next month. Ou the day that we are
writing this letter, both couples were going to
the court house to obtain their marriage liscenses. ;

We were glad to meet some who are moving to
Austin and hope we get better acquainted. Cheri
DeMull and Jerry Babler come from Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Clyde Pritcheft comes from Notth Carolin

Did you hear that Susan and David Ashton will
welcome another Ashton into the world around
September?

David Bartholomew wants us to thank all for such
a warm welcome that you gave to him and to Dena
Cleaver. He plans to arrive in Austin on June 2
and start work on June 3.

Leo Wegner reports that Leo Jr. had his tomsils
removed during spring break. His youngest son,
Dwayne who is an airplane jumper worried dad by in-
forming him of a climb up the Matterhorn. No bad
news so he must have made it.

Bee Polomé sent us a card with news, but it got
misplaced, and the phonr doesn't work. Ugh!

Congregational Church of Austin
(United Church of Christ)

408 West 23rd. Street

Austin, Texas 78705

Dre & Mrse. Melvin
2507 Briargrove
Austing TX 78704

We' managed to misplace the Treasurer's
Report, but we can tell you that our bank
balance was still healthy. We give you a
record of our receipts through March 9 from
our Financial Secretary:

Income to general fund $10,385.88
86 pledges paid in 85 6,555.00
Total 1986 funds in 16,935.88

Pro-rated general fund budget to date:

14,545.19
1986 funds in 16,935.88
Difference § 2,390.69
Income to UCM loan fund 800.00
Pro-rated loan fund: 923.08
Difference -123.08

An update on pledges indocates: General
$42,922; OCWM 7,389; Witness Shares
$2,464.

Trustees barely had enough present to
conduct business in March, and we hope more
are present in April.

Evidently the pastor did not do a good
job of communicating the intern program for
David Bartholomew. In trying to keep the
costs low, it had been suggested that David
live in one of the Campus Ministry officies.
The norm is for the church to furnish living
quarters, salary, and travel expense. UCM
and David were both unenthused about living
on the top floor of the newer wing. Jeff
Perrigo's apartment on Burton Dr. was avail-
able for $250 a month plus utilities. One
can use the shuttle bus from there. The
Trustees recommended that David office on
the top floor reducing utility and office

{ costs to United Campus Ministry by 1/6th.

That has been accomplished. David will be
furrished milage when his car is used for
church work. The salary has been approved,
but the church will need to vote on housing.
It is hoped that David and Pat Oakes can
work together on advertising, and David

can use some of the office and educational
funds for other programing needs. He will
not be working for UCM but will concentrate
on a young adult ministry. Some time may

be spent working with students, but that
will not be the main focus. He will also
preach, lead worship, visit, and learn the
role of a parish minister working with and
nder the supervision of the pastor. The
church will discuss this matter on April

6 after the worship service.

Donald Small checked with City of Austin
inspectors and learned that the entire
uilding does not have to conform to code

o install air conditioning. He is proceed-
ing to obtain bids, and the matter will come
back to the church in the near future(p.,2)
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